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Micar vi. 9. 


Tux Loxp's Voick cries unTo THE 
City, and the Man of Wiſdont 
ſhall fee thy Name © hear ye the 
Rod, and who hath appointed it. 


s the great God in his wiſe 
and ſovereign Pleaſure has per- 
mitted a Fire to kindle and 
ppread in the very Centre of 

VEE Buſineſs and Wealth of 
this great City ſince our laſt Opportunity of 
Aſſembly for publick Worſhip; and as the 
Damages that have been ſuſtained, and the 
Deſtructions that have been made, have 
been very large and awful *, I thought it 

| A 2 by 


The Fire broke out about one o Clock on Friday 
Morning the 25th of March, in Exchange-Alley, and 
raged with prodigious Fury and Ruin for near twelve 
Hours, canſuming no leſs, upon moderate Compuration, 
| than. abqut an bundred Houſes, and many of them 


8 
by no Means improper on this ſacred Day to 
lead your Thoughts 40 the Improvement of 


this melancholy Event, and to endeavour to 
direct you to, and inſcribe upon your Hearts 
the Leſſons, which I am perſwaded, God 
would have ug learn in- the. Blaze, may I fo 


Words fer this Purpoſe than the Words' of 
my Text? TE Lorp's Vorct cries üUN- 
To THE CiTy: 3 e \ 

In the Beginning of this Chapter God 


by "his Prophet repreſents himſelf as 


entering into a Debate with his People 


Ifrael; and the Mountains and Hills are 


addreſſed to, that they would bear his 
Voice *, God thereby awfully intimates, 


that the Maelites were an obdurate Gene- 


ration, and that he was afraid, ſpeaking after 


che Manner of Men, that there would be no 


more Good enſuing from his Controverſy 
with them, "than it” his Words were ſpent 
Houſes of great rade, and igood Faſhion... What ad- 
geg the greateſt Weight to the Diſtreſs, was, that ſe- 
veral Perſons, as Iam credibly informed, were burnt 


in the Flames, particularly Mr. and Mrs, Elderidge, at 


whoſe Houſe the ab by 5 and two of their Children 
and it is ſaid ſome other Perſons of the Family. And 
is feared, that Time will diſcover more Lives to have 


been Jeſtroyed, © either by the Flames themſelves, or 
dime burtful Accidents'occaſioned by them. 
Fier. 1. and 2. | ; 


upon 


ſpeak, of this dreadful Conflagration. And 
Where can 12 hf von to more fuitable # 
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upon Stones and Rocks. In this Debate 
God vindicates his own Conduct from Facts, 
and produces two memorable Inſtances of 
his Kindneſs to J/rael, the firſt" in bringing 
them out of the Land of Egypt, and the 


other in diſappointing the Intention of Ba- 


laam the Magician, and cauſing him to pro- 
nounce Bleflings inſtead of Cut ſes upon them, 
when they were arrived upon the Borders of 


ä 4 the promiſed Land *. After this Vindica- 


tion which God makes of himſelf we 


hear the Rejoinder of the Hraelites, who, 


conſcious of their Guilt, cry out as with à Na- 
tional Voice; Wherewith ſhall I come before 
the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high 
God ? Shall 1 come before him with Burnt- 


offerings, with Calves of a Near old? Will 


the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, 
or with. ten thouſand Rivers of Oil? Shall 
I give my Firji-born for ny Tranſgreſſions, 


N the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my 
Soul + ? The Language of which Anſwer, 


as 1 apprehend, is this; that the Mraelites 
were willing to heal the Breach between 
God and themſclves by the Oblation of 


coſtly and numerous Sacrifices, but that, 


notwithſtanding theſe pompous Offerings, 


they had not that deep Senſe ef, ſincere Ha- 

tred, and fervent Reſolutions againſt their 

Sins, awakened upon their Souls which God 

> Fir. 3,45 Þ+ Fe. 6,75. | 
be required © 


required of them. And accordingly, take- 
ing the Words in this Light, we have a 
moſt pertinent and N Reply returned to 
them in the next Verſe: He hath ſhewed 
tbee, O Man, what is good ; and what does 

the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and 
to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
Godt. Immediately after ſucceeds the 
Verſe of my Text. The Lord's Voice cries 
wnto the City; and the Man of Wiſdom ſhall 
bear thy Name; hear ye the Rod, and who 
bath appointed it. The Lord's Voice; either 
by the Lord's Voice underſtand his Meflages 
by his Prophets, who were the Mouths of 


God to the People; or by the Lord's Voice 


underſtand God's Judgments, which are 
ſent. by God, and oftentimes come accompa- 
nied with a terrible Sound and Alarm, as 
Sword, Inundation, Thunder, Fire, and the 


like, and which may therefore with a beau- 


tiful Propriety, be ſtiled the Voice of God. 
Or Judgments may be called the Voice of 
God; becauſe, as our Words or Voice o- 
penly ſpread abroad our Meaning, fo divine 
Judgments convey the public Notices of the 
awful Reſentments of the Almighty to the 
Perſons or Nations amongſt whom they fall. 
This Voice of the Lord cries to the G- 
ty, that is, to Jeruſalem, the Capital of Ju- 
ys t Ver. 8. * 
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dea, which it ſeems was at that Time, the 
moſt remarkable Place in all the Land for 
Iniquity, and therefore the Thunder of the 
; divine Judgments is rolling there, though the 
Sound, and Conſternation are extended 
thence over all the Kingdom. And the Man 
4 of Wiſdom,” it is added, fhall ſee thy Name. 
he Perſon whoſe Eyes are ſpiritually en- 
> © lightned ſhall ſee the Inſcriptions of the di- 
vine Name, the Majeſty, Faithfulneſs, 
/ F Juſtice, and Holineſs of an angry God, 
} written upon all the Judgments that he in- 
flicts, and ſhall diſcern his awful Diſplays 
of himſelf, when he rides upon the 
Whirlwind, and the Storm, and makes the 
Clouds the Duſt of his Feet. Hear ye the 
Rod: Hear the profitable, though terrible 
Inſtructions of it; and who hath appointed 
it, wha it is that gives it its dreadful Com- 
| miſſion to ſtrike ſharp and heavy Wounds 

upon the guilty, and ſinful City, "A 
What I deſign from the Words, 7he 
Lord's Voice cries unto the City, is to draw 
forth the ſeveral Leſſons, that the late diſ- 
mal Judgment contains; and the Words 
thus opened afford a proper Ground for a 
Viſcourſe of this Nature. e 
I. In the Voice that has lately erieſ; to 
our City there is a moſt loud Lecture upon 
8 the 
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the; Frailty, and Vanity of all carthly, En- 
joyments. The Word 5 God bas told us 
that Fanity of Vanities, all. is Vanity ||: 

That Riches make to themſelves Wings, and 
flee: away, as an Eagle towards Heaven * : 
It has exhorted us not to truſt in uncertain. 
Riches, but in the living God + It has in- 
formed us that as the lower of the Grafs, 
the rich Man ſhall paſs away ; and that the 


Sum is no ſooner riſen with a burning Heat, 


but it wwithers. the Graſs, and the Flower 
thereof falls: So alſo ſhall the rich Man fade 


away. in his Ways}. And this Word has 
directed us 70 wſe this World as not abufing it, 
becauſe the ' Faſhion. of it paſſes away ſt; 
Paſſes away like the Bloom of a, Flower 
that opens one Day, and dies _— next; 
or paſſes away like the Figures upon Wax, 
which however deeply, or curiouſly im- 
printed; in a ſudden Moment diſſolve away 
before the Flame: And Experience, has 
joiged- its Voice with that of ſacred ye 
ture; and has writ Vanity and Emptin 
upon the moſt pompous and ſplendid: — 
of buman Li The vaſteſt Poſſeſſions, 


the fulleſt Graſps of this World have been 
vielded up to the lawleſs Force of the Ty- 


rants Sword, to the ruſhing Ruin of an In- 
9 i. 1 No. wii 5. h Tim, 


vi. 3 2 J 1 Jam 10, XI, bx Canvas 
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undation, the prevailing Arts of Treachery 
and Villain, the Moulderings of Time, ot 
the irreſiſtible Fury of. devouring Flames. 
And might we not ſee the Vanity of world- 
ly Enjoyments in the Fire of the laſt Week, 
and is not this Truth dreadfully legible in 
the ſpacious Ruins, and Aſhes that it has left 
behind it? Then did the Root of earthly 
Good go up as Rottenneſs, and its Bloſſom 
as the Duſt: A few Hours levelled to the 
Ground high and magnificent Buildings, 


and the various Wealth contained in them, 


and not all the Powers and Skill of Men 
were able to controul the fiery Deluge, till 
God faid, hitherto ſhalt thou come, and nv 


further, and here ſhall thy outrageous Waves 
be ſtayed *, Poor fugitive Enjoyments in- 


deed, that one ſingle eccentrick Spark, and 
a few Minutes may utterly conſume! 


II. The divine Voice in the late Judg- 
ment informs us that God can turn our moſt 
defirable Comforts into the foreſt Evils. 
God has all Creatures in his Hand, and can 
either make them the Channels of his Good- 
neſs, or the Weapons of his Anger. The 
Elements l in which we live, and whence We 
borrow our Supports of Life, may be made, 
if God pleaſes, he Miniſters of Death, The 


* Job xxxviii. 11. 


B Air 
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Air may hatch in its ſtagnant and ſultry 
Boſom malignant and peſtilential Diſeaſe, 
or may give Wings to it to fly abroad, poi- 
ſon, and deſtroy Mankind. The Barth, 
from whoſe Bowels we fetch our ſhining 
Treaſures, whence: we borrow our ſtrong, 
and uſeful Materials for the erecting. our 
Houſes, and upon whoſe Face grow Herbs, 
Corn, and Wine, for Man, as well as the 
Grals for our Cattle, may, and has opened 


2 Breach of deep, and: ſpacious Ruin to 


wallow up its Sons and Daughters in a ſud- 
den Grave. The Water may tranſcend its 
uſual Bounds, and roll an Inundation of 
Deſtruction upon our Cities and Countries. 
And the Fire, fo deſirable, and beneficial 
to us, from which we derive a warm Ad- 
vantage, and Pleaſure to our Bodies, whofe 
grateful Powers ſcatter away the un- 


 wholſome Damps, and ſoften the freezing 


Rigors of Winter, and by whoſe Aid we 
prepare a comfortable Nouriſhment of Food, 
I fay, this defirable and beneficial Element 
may be let looſe in a ſurprizing Moment, 
and conſume the loftieſt Buildings, and the 
riches Storehouſes of Trade, nay, and min- 
gle our Lives, thoſe tender and. brittle 
Threads of Exiſtence, in the general De- 


vaſtation. We depend upon God not 8 


for the Vouchſafement of our tempo 
. a Com- 
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Comforts, but we depend upon him for a 
Continuance of them as Comforts to us, 

and was God torefuſe his Protection, Power, 

and Goodneſs they would ſoon revolt from 
us, and turn the greateſt Enemies to our Peace, 

and Lives. The Elements that are ſo neceſ.- 
ſary to our preſent Beings, and the happy 
Enjoyment of them, are like the Cloyd + 
between the Camp of the Iſraelites, and 
the Hoſt of the Egyptians, on one Side they 
appear bright and kind, on the other they 
caſt a gloomy and wrathful Aſpect; and it is 
but for God to ſpeak the Word, and the 
Light, and. Pleaſure which now ſhine over 
us ſhall remove away, and the Frowns of a 
thick Darkneſs, and Horror ſhall overſhad- 
dow our Souls. 


III. In the Voice of that 1 that 
has lately cried to our City, we are exhort- 
ed to be more diligent in our Deſires after, 
and more thankful for the Enjoyment of 
conſtant Protection. How many Nights 
have we laid ourſelves down, and ſlept in 
Peace ? How many Mornings have we riſen 
in.Safety, without a Sight or Sound to terri- 
fy our waking Eyes or Ears? No Thief has 
broke into our Houſes to threaten and plun- 
der, wound and murder: No falling Roof, 


+ Exod. xiv. 20, 
B 2 or 
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or breaking Beam, has had Leave to cruſh 
us in Death. No Midnight Cry of ap- 
proaching Fire has been heard in our Dwel- 
lings, and much leſs have we ſtarted from 
Sleep all environ'd and enwrapt with con- 
ſuming Flames, and, filled with amazing 
Horror, and ſhrieking in inconceivable An- 
guiſh, endeavoured in vain to make our 
Eſcape, till at laſt we were ſwallowed up by 
the furious and mercileſs Element in ſwift 
and remedileſs Deſtruction. But yet how 
little thankful have we been to that Hand 
that has been our Guide by Day, and our 
Shield by Night? Preſerving Mercies have 
flowed, and flowed on with an unbroken 
Stream for Days, and Months, and Years, 
and upon the Account of their 8 
and Conſtancy, have been little thought o 
and leſs acknowledged in the Gratitude of 
a dutiful Praiſe ; whereas the Train, the un- 
Interrupted Train of protecting Bleflings 
have been the ſtrongeſt Arguments to, and 
the repeating Challenges upon our Thankſ- 
giving, and Obedience. - Noes not God teach 
us therefore by this dreadful Burning, to 
be more diligent in our Suits after, and more 
thankful for our Protection? Does he not 
ſhow us what he can do, by what he has 
done? Oh! what Energy ſhould the Medi- 
tation vpon this awful Providence inſpire 

into 
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into our Prayers and Praiſes ! This would 
be an uſeful Fire indeed did it thus ſtrengthen, 
enliven, and purify our Devotions. The 
Wood of our Houſes is ready for a conſum- 
ing Blaze every Night, the Fewel is pre- 
pared above us, around us, underneath us, 
and it is but for God to ſuffer a Flame un- 
ſeen to kindle, and our Houſes and our Selves 
may preſently become the burning Sacrifi- 
ces to the divine Anger. Every Morning 
and Evening therefore let our Habitations 
be filled with warmer Fervours of Prayer, 
and a warmer Incenſe of Praiſe to the God 
of our Lives, the Length of our Days, and 
the Giver of all our Mercies. Never more 
let us cloſe our Eyes to Sleep, or enter into 
the Buſineſs of the Day, before we have 
lifted up our Eyes and our Hearts to our 
God in the Heavens, knowing not how ſoon 
the Imprecation that hovers over and points 
its Flames to our Tents, if they have no 
Prayer or Praiſe in them, may deſcend upon 
us in its fiery Vengeance. Pour out thy Fury 
upon the Heathen, that know thee not, and 
upon the Families that call not upon thy 
Name. Let us in the holy Confidence of 
Prayer, make God our Refuge, and the moſt 
High our Habitation; and never forget to 
honoura deſcending Bleſſing with the aſcend- 


ws | X, 25, 


ing 


414 
ing Ardors of our Praiſe, if we would bave 


10 Evil befall us, and no Plague come nigh 
our Dwellings *. 


TV. In the Voice of that Judgment that 
has lately come upon us, we are affured, that 
notwithſtanding all human Power and skill, 
God can pour out his Judgments with wide 


Fury and Deſtruction upon us. What have 


all the Arts of Men, who have ſtudied out 
their Strength, and almoſt their Lives to 
trace out and cure Diſorders, being available 
to the ſtopping or checking that Diſtemper, 
that has ſwept away ſuch prodigious Num- 
bers of our Cattle? What are all the Re- 
ceipts of a Phyſician againſt the Fires of a 
'Fever that God has appointed for Death ? 
Are Medicines always effectual to remove a 
bloating Dropſy, a panting Aſthma, a moul- 
dering Conſumption, or 'a racking Stone, 
or have they any Powers without the Bleſ- 
ſing of God mingles with, and pours an 
healing Virtue into them? Who of us can 
lift up a ſucceſsful Standard againſt the over- 
running Ravages of a Peſtilence? And how 
often have Phyſician and Patient been ſtruck 


through, and expired upon the Arrows of 


the ſame Judgment? What are all the 
Strength and Policies of Men able to per- 


* Pl, xci. 9, 10, 
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form againſt a Sword which God has com- 
miſſioned to go through, and deſtroy a 
Land? Who ſhall return the drawn Ven- 
geance into its Sheath when God has diſ- 
played it? And who ſhall preſcribe how 
deep it ſhall drink of Blood before its raging 
Thirſt is quenched? And if God ſays to 
an Angel, Go, and fill thine Hand with Coals 
' of Fire, and ſcatter them over the City *, 
who ſhall direct him where the fiery Shower 
ſhall fall, and how far the waſting Ruin 
ſhall extend its flaming Progreſs before it is 
extinguiſhed? We may be apt to wonder 
when we conſider the great and ſpeedy Helps 
with which our City 1s provided -1n Caſes 
of Fire, that the late Conflagration ſhould 
ſpread fo wide, but God who had diſpoſed 
of every Circumſtance to fulfil his Purpoſes, 
gave Commiſſion to the outrageous Element 
to enlarge itſelf, and pour abroad its fierce 
Contagion to a numerous Circle of Houſes, 
and reduce them to Aſhes. That the Fire 
ſhould break out in ſuch a filent Seaſon of 
the Night, that it ſhould kindle amongſt 
ſuch a-cluſtering Croud of Buildings ; that 
the Houſes on which the Flames were let 
looſe ſhould be ſo lofty as in a Manner to de- 
fy, at leaſt the Force, if not the Reach of the 
Engines; that the Fire ſhould gain ſuch a 


* Exek. X. 2. 
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great Head before any proper Methods could 
be made uſe of to quench it; that the Wind 
ſhould lend ſo ſtrong a Succour to the raging 
Element ; theſe, and other Circumſtances 
that might be mentioned, were only fo ma- 
ny Means ordained by God to compleat his 
own Purpoſes : who was there that could 
bound the blazing Inundation, but he who 
holds all Nature, and all its Powers in his 
Hand? No Labourers in the Fire, no well- 
planted, and affiſting Soldiers, and no di- 
recting Magiſtrate were able to ſave ſo much 
as one Pile of Building, or one Part of it, 
which God had doomed to Deſtruction. 
Wild Amazement, fearful Deſpondency, and 
unſpeakable Diſtreſs filled every Counte- 
nance, and ſunk every Feart, till that God 
who had raiſed and fed the Flames by the 
Blaſt of his Noſtrils, was pleaſed tos ſpcak 
the calming Word, and fay to the fiery 
Tempeſt, Peace, be ſtill x. 


V. In the Voice of that Judgment that 
has lately cried againſt our City, there is a 
lively Premonition of the laſt judgment, 
when the World will be ſet on Fire, and 
conſumed. Have my Eyes beheld, or my 
Ears heard the Flames entering into, crack- 
ling, climbing up, poſſeſſing, raging, roar- 

* Mark iv. 39. 
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ing, and deſtroying whole Streets of ſump- 


* tuous Dwellings? Have I ſeen the Darkneſs 


1 


of the Night horribly illuminated with the 


aſcending, and wide- expanded Blaze, all 
Things about me ſickened over with a qui- 


vering ghaſtly Gleam, that only tended to 


ſhew the Calamity in the moſt hideous 


% 
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Forms of Confuſion and Woe? Have I 
ſeen the Burſt of Smoke rolling upwards, 
and wrapping immeaſurable Tracts of Ground 
in its broad ſcorching Shade, a Shade half 
enlightned. with Volumes of mounting and 
uncontrouled Fire redning and inflaming the 
Face of the Heavens, as if the whole He- 
miſphere. was going to burn like an Oven? 
Have I met this and the other Perſon with 
Tears and Anguiſh bemoaning their un- 


-known Damage, and diffuſing a ſympathe- 


tick Sorrow over, and exciting a ſympathe- 
tick. Groan in my Breaſt ? Have I ſeen all. 


the Neighbourhood in univerſal Uproar, and 
Diſmay, fleeing with their beſt Effects from 
the ſpreading Danger, and ſeeking Refuge 


from the purſuing Flames? And have I 


heard the ruinous Crack, and the ſudden 


and tremendous Fall of Ranges of ſtately 


and lofty Edifices? O then think, my Soul, 
and ſurely ſuch Sights and Sounds will even 
compel thee to think of that Day, when 


Jesvs with Myriads of his heavenly Guards 
| C about 


(68) 


| Abi him, ſhall throw back this widevex- 
tended: Curtain of the Sky, and appear en- 

compaſſed in a Blaze of conſuming Flames, 
when be ſhall ance the Word, and 
pour from his Threne a Flood of Fire, by 
We N ain guiſhable, unſufferable, and 


» 


overwhelming Fury, not only Streets, T owns, 
Cities, and ne but the whole Globe 
itſelf ſhall be ſet on Fire, and become one 
| Heap and Wreck of burning De- 

ruction ; nay, and when the Heavens being 
on Fire hall be diſſolved, and the Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat, at well as the 
Earth, and all the Works herein Hall be | 
burnt up *. Think, O think, my Soul, 
what a Day, that aft concluding. Day ſhall 


| be, that ſhall confame-all this vaſt Scaffold- 


ing of Nature, a Day in which Sinners ſhall 
cry to Rocks and Mountains, but ſhall cry 
in vain, for God will rebuke the Sea, and 
make it 455 ani ury up all the Rivers ; the 
'vaſt unbounded Exploſion and Vehemence 
of Fire fhall lick the Channels of Rivers and 
Oceans dry. Baſhan ſhall Janguiſh, and 


| 


Carmel,” and the Flower - of Lebanon: The 
Aumann ſhall quae at him, \and-the Hills \ 


melt, aud the Earth ſhall be bunt up 


At bs 


"Preſent, yea, fi brd, and all that dwell \ 
8 ir yl Who cun Pand before Bis Indigna-. 


2 Pet. iii. 10. 


tion? 
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tion? And who can abide in the Fierceneſs 


of bis Auges? His Fury is poured out like 


Fire, and on this Day in a Torrent of Fire 


J itſelf, and the Rocks are thrown down by him. 


The Lord is good, a ſtrong Hold in the Day 


* of Trouble, and he knows. them that truſt in 


him. But with an overrunning Flood be will 
make an utter End of the Place thereof, and 
Darkneſs ſhall purſue his Enemies, What do 
ye imagine againſt the Lord? He will make 
an utter End. Afliction ſhall not riſe up the 
ſecond Time. For while they be folden to- 
gether as Thorns, and while they are drunken 
as Drunkards, they ſhall be devoured as Stubble 
fully. dry *. Dreadful Day to Sinners ! All 


their Enjoyments will be burnt up; Riches, 
Honours, and Pleaſures, in which their 


Souls are ſtupified and immerſed, ſhall take 
Wing in the aſcending Flames, go up, and 
vanith for ever. Sinners ſhall be dragged 
out to Execution, and caſt alive into 
the unquenchable Burnings.. While the 
Saints without Diſtreſs, and without Damage, 
for their eternal Treaſure lies above, ſhall 
behold the Funeral of Nature, be acknow- 
ledged and recognized by the Saviour as his 
Choſen, and Called, and Faithful, meet 
the Lord in the Air, join in his triumphant 
Progreſs to the Heaven of Heavens, and 
* Neh, i. 4———10. 
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take Poſſeſſion with him of everlaſting Glo- 


ry. I ſpeak no Deluſion, A Judgment. 
Day ſtands appointed in the Records of Eter- 
nity, and when God has ripen'd and per- 


fected all his Works of Wiſdom and Grace 
antecedent to this Period, according -to the 


Plan in his own infinite and all-comprehend- 


ing Mind, then ſhall the World, once de- 
luged and deſtroyed by Water, be a ſecond 
Time deluged and deſtroyed by Fire. Theſe 


Heavens, and this Earth, ſhall paſs away, 


and there ſhall be no more Sea *. You all 
believe that there has been ſuch a Confla- 
gration in the paſt Week, as has been re- 
ported, though your Eyes may not have ſeen 
the late raging Flame, or the preſent ſmoak- 


ing Ruins; and if you receive the Teſtimo- 


ny of Men, the Teſtimony of God is greater, 
and more worthy of all Acceptation. Has 
God ſpoken a Prediction, and will he not 
bring it to paſs? Is he not more than a 
Cloud of human Witneſſes, as he is the un- 
changeable Father of Lights, and Fountain 
of Truth, who cannot be deceived himſelf, 
and cannot deceive others? 


VI. In the Voice of the late Judgment 
that cried againft our City, there is a tre- 
mendous Emblem of Hell. Is Fire ſuch a 


* Rev. xxi. 8 
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dreadful Judgment ? Does its Appearance ſo 
much terrify ue, and would it be beyond 
Meaſure ſhocking and terrible to us to be 
doomed to be thrown alive into the furious 
Flames, though we were ſure the excruci- 
ating Agony could laſt only for a few Mo- 
ments ? Then let us think what far greater 
Condemnation and Anguiſh it muſt be to 


be caſt into the Lake that burns with Fire 


and Brimſtone, the Smoke of whoſe Torment 
aſcends up for ever and ever T. How can 
we bear to hear the Sentence pronounced 
againſt us, Depart, ye Curſed, into everlaſt- 
ing Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels 7 ? Can we with Pleaſure entertain 
the Thoughts of being ſhut up under the 
Chains and Darkneſs of Hell, and of lying 
down under the Wrath of that God ho 
will rain down Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, 
and an horrible Tempeſt ? Can we endure 
the agonizing Horror of being baniſhed from 
the Light and Bliſs of Heaven, caſt over 
the unpaſſable Gulph, pierced and gnawn 
through with the never-dying Worm of 
Conſcience, which in endleſs Writhings and 
Tortures will faſten upon, and devour the 
Soul? Can we ſuſtain the Thought of roll- 
ing in everlaſting Burnings? Is it deſirable 
to make our Bed in Hell? Have we entered 


+ Rev. xiv. 10, 11, f Mat, xxv. 41, { Pf, xi. 6. 
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into the Pit of Perdition, waded through its 
palpable Gloom, andexplor'd its unfathomable 
Abyſs of Woes and Horrors? If we havedone 
this in Thought, what are the Apprehen- 
ſions we have formed of it? Is it a Bleſſing 


to be wiſhed for, or rather is it not a Ven- 


geance above all Things to be deprecated, to 
have a Place in that dreadful Furnace, and 
to have the Bolt of Eternity ſhot and irre- 


| movably faſtened over us? Oh! whata fear- 
ful Thing it muſt be to fall into the Hands 


a Sin-hating, and a Sin-revenging God? If 
Fires on Earth, ſhort temporary Fires, are 
ſo diſmal, what muſt be infernal and inex- 
tinguiſhable Flames? If a Drop from the 
Vials of burning Wrath creates fuch wild 


Conſternation, and huge Affliction, how 


much more muſt the pouring out of the full 
Vials of divine Indignation exceed in Ter- 
rors and Torment ? Who can look down 


from the Brink af Time into the bottomleſs 
Deep of Deſtruction without Fear? Even 


the Believer himſelf, who is reſted upon the 


Rock of Ages, is ready to miſgive and 


tremble at the Sight. But if only the Pro- 


ſpect of Hell, or the Sparks of it, are un- 


- 


ſpeakably alarming and tremendous, what 
Poergy of Woes muſt þe treaſured up in 


ndurance of boundleſs and unquench- 


the 


able Fire? Who can think, without a Re- 
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coil of ſhuddering Amazement, of mingling 
Cries with the rich Man? Father Abrabam 
have Mercy upon me, and ſend Lazarus that 
he may dip the Tip of his Finger in Water, 
and. cool my Tongue: for I am tormented in 
this Flame *, Oh! what muſt it be (the 
Lord grant that none of us may have the ſad 
Experience) to look forward, under the moſt 
ſevere 5 and Pains, into long, im- 
meaſurable Duration, and to diſcover no 
Gleam of Hope, no Ray of Mercy, no Relief, 
no Reſpite behind Thouſapds and Millions of 
Years? Is it any Wonder that in Hell There 
are Weeping, and Wailing, and gnaſbing of 
Teeth, +, that the Priſoners there 'reff nut 


Day Nor Night * and that they gnaw therr 


Tongues for Pain d? Pauſe, O my Soul, 


and let thy Meditations reſt here: Tis a 
dreadful, but it is a profitable Subject. Be 
perſuaded by what thou haſt ſeen, and wllat 
thou apprehendeſt of the Wrath of God, 
to break off thy Sins by Righteoufneſs, and 


to flee for Refuge to lay hold of the Hope 


ſet before thee ; for the . Ax is laid to the 
_ Root of the Tree ; therefore every Tree which 
brings not forth good Fruit, is hewn down, 
and caſt into the. Fire, And the . Fun f 
' Chroft is in his Hand, and he will thoroughly 


* Luke xvi. 24. + Mat, xii. 42. xXiv. 51% 


I Rev. xiv, 11, § Rev. xvi, 10. 
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purge his Flor, and gather his Wheat into 
the Garner ; but he will burn up the Chaff 
with unquenchable .. - 


VII. In the W of the late Jodgment 
that has cried out againſt our City, there is 
an awful Denunciation againſt our Iniquities, 
and a Joud Warning not to continue in 
them. What are the Sources of Judgments 

upon Towns, Cities and Countries, but Sin? 
What fills the divine Quiver with Arrows, 
what dips them in Poiſon and Flame, and 
what ſends them forth to inflict ſharp and 
wide Miſery and Deſtruction among the 
Children of Men, but Sin ? To this Cauſe 
Daniel reſolves the Captivity and Oppreſ- 
ſion of the choſen Tribes under the Baby- 
loniſh Yoke. O Lord, to us belongs Confuſion 
of Face, to our Kings, to our Princes, and to 
our Fathers, becauſe we have med againſt 
thee. Jo the Lord our God belong Mercies 
and Forgiveneſſes, though "we | have rebelled 
againſt bim, Neither have we obeyed the 


Voice of the Lord our God, to walk in bis 


Laws, which he ſet before us by his, Servants 
the Prophets. Yea, all ISRAEL bave tranſ- 
greſſed thy Law, even by departing, that 
they might not obey thy Voice: therefore the 
Curſe is poured out upon us, and the Oath 
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* that is written in the Law of Moſes, the 
Servant of God, becauſe ue have finned 
* againſt bim. And he hath confirmed bis 
Word, which he ſpake againſt us, and a- 
” gainſt our Judges that judged us, by bringing 
* upon us a great Evil *, So again we are 
aaſſured by another Prophet, that the Lord's 
Hand is not ſhortened that it cannot ſave, 
neither his Ear heavy that he cannet bear; 
but your Iniquities have ſeparated between 
you and your God, and your Sins have hid 
his Face from you, that he vill not hear . 
As if the Prophet had ſaid; ©& All the un- 
* comfortable Lengths of Diſtance between 
“ you and your God, and all the gloomy 
« Frowns and Horro:s in which his propi- 
te tious and amiable Countenance is now 
e involved, are owing to your Sins, and 
ce the eternal Sun is the ſame, though you 
* have caſt yourſelves out of his Preſence, 
* and ſpread an interpoſing Veil of Clouds 
e and Darkneſs between God and your 
* Souls.” What is it, my Friends, that 
has brought the dangerous and unſucceſs- 
ful War upon us in which we are engaged, 
and whence is it that the Sword is ſtill un- 
ſheathed, and brandiſhed againſt us, and 
threatens ſuch a bloody Havock of human 
Lives in the enſuing Campaign ? Trace 
* Dan. ix, 8.— 12. + Ia, lix. 1, 2. bY” 


D lhe 


. b 
| Ph the Evil to its Fountain, and you 1 
will find it to be our national Sin. What | 
but Sin has laid waſte the Paſtures, and cut 
off the Herds with a vaſt and grievous 
Murrain ? What but Sin lighted up the de- 
vouring Flames of the laſt Week, and gave 
them ſuch a wide Scope of Fury and De- 
ſtruction? Sin is the Kuitful Parent of all 
our Woes, and eſpecially of thoſe Woes 
that extend wide their Ravages, and ſwal- 
low up whole Families, and ſometimes 
whole Nations in Miſery and Ruin. Judg- 
ment is God's ſtrange Work &, and Sin, and 
nothing but Sin, wrenches the unwilling 
Bolt out of the Almighty's Hand. And * 
are the Sins of our City too little to pro- '* 
1 duce ſuch a flaming Deſolation as was pour- 
| | ed out in the laſt Week? By no means. 
God is juſt, but we are wicked. Oh! the 
impious Scorn and Contempt which have 
been caſt upon the Doctrines of God our 
Saviour, Oh! the reſtleſs and bold Endea- 
vours of Infidels, to lead us back to the 
dim, and, in our preſent State of Apoſtacy, 
uncomfortable Light of Nature, in a Ne- 
glect, no leſs dangerous than profane, ef 
that divine Illumination which has broke 
from the Sun of Righteouſneſs over our be- 
nighted World, on purpoſe to guide us — 
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ly and joyfully to God, and Glory. Shall 
I mention the horrible Oaths and Impreca- 
tions that are flaming up in Defiance of 
Heaven every Day in this Metropolis of our, 
Kingdom, and which were not reſtrained 
even when the late Fire was ſpreading its 
Devaſtations over ſo important a Part of 
our City: For I myſelf heard, and my 
Blood almoſt ſhivered in my Veins at the 
Sound, abandoned inſenſible Wretches 
wiſhing Damnation upon one another at 
that awful Juncture? Shall I not add, that 
Drunkenneſs, Luxury, Debauchery, Perjury, 
Lying, Extortion, Pride, Oppreſſion, and 
wanton and expenſive Pleaſures, have with 
a daring and uncontrolled Exceſs abounded 
in our City: And never ſurely did theſe Ini- 
quities aſcend to a greater Height, and glare 
with a more open and unbluſhing Flagran- 
cy in Heathen Countries, than they do in 
the preſent Age, notwithſtanding we have 
the Goſpel ſhining in its pureſt Rays, in its 
fulleſt Glories, and with all its immortal 
Hopes amongſt us. And if I did allow 
myſelf to determine from the Notoriouſneſs 
and Univerſality of the Crime, and the par- 
ticular Vengeance that is chained to it. in 
the Word of God, I ſhould be apt to con- 
clude, that Sabbath-breaking, above all other 
Sins, has kindled the Heat of this great An- 

D 2 ger. 
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ger. But if ye will not hearlen to me ta 
hallow the Sabbath. Day, and not to bear a 


Burden, even entering in at the Gates of 


FERUSALEM on the Sabbath. Day; then 
will I kindle Fire in the Gates thereof, and 
it tall devour the Palaces of FERUS A- 
LEM *. Did we but conſider what have 
been our Abominations, with what Crimſon 
Dyes our Sins have been aggravated, into 
what horrible Numbers they have been in- 
creaſed, and how we have by all of them 
been treaſuring up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath, we ſhould not be amazed that 
theſe Evils have come upon us, but we 
;hould be rather aſtoniſhed at the Divine 
Patience that we are not utterly conſumed, 
and that an holy, righteous, and powerful 
God has not proportioned the Train and 
Havocks of his Judgments to the Multitudes 


and Meaſures of our Iniquities. And now- 


ſhall we, after we have ſeen our Sins blaz- 
ing out in our Puniſhment, preſume to con- 
tinue in them ? Shall the Standard of Re- 
be lion be ſtill lifted up againſt God as 


boldly, and impiouſly as ever? O that a 
Senſe of our Intereſt, as well as of our Du- 


ty, might bring us back to God, that as we 
have fallen by our Iniquity we would take 
qorth us Words, and turn to the Lord, ſay- 
Jer. xvii. $54? oe 
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ing unto him, take away all Tniquity, and 
receive us graciouſly. So will we render the 
Calves, the Fruits, of our Lips *. Let us 
hear and obey the Voice of the late Judg- 
ment, Go, and fin no more. 
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VIII. In the Voice of that Judgment 
„ that has lately cried againſt our City, we are 
told that one Event happens to all, Good, 
and Bad. All Things come alike to all, there 
| is one Event to the Righteous and the Wicked ; 
F To the Good and to the Clean, and to the Un- 
| clean; to him that ſacrifices, and to him that 
ſacrifices not, as 1s the Good, ſo is the Sin- 
ner; and he that ſivears, as he that fears an 
Oath t. Though God has made many Pro- 
miles in his Word, concerning the Preſerva- * 
tion of his People from temporal Calami- 
ties, though he frequently accompliſhed 
them to the Jews, as he dealt with them 
more upon the Footing of temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, and temporal Curſes than he deals 
| with us under the Goſpel, and though he 
ſometimes fulfils theſe Promiſes in illuſtrious 
Inſtances in theſe latter Ages, yet it is often 
found that one Event happens to all, Saints, 
and Sinners. The ſame ſcorching Sun, or 
profuſe Rains, parch up and deluge the 


© Bol. xiv. 1,2 T Joh. vill 11. t Ec- 
Clel. ix. 2. | 
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Grounds of the Evil, and the Good; the 
{ame tainted Gale enters the Houſes, and 
ſheds its peſtilential Death into the Families 
of the juſt, and the Unjuſt; the ſame fly- 
ing Shot, and wide-deſtroying Cannon mow 
down the Believer and the Infidel, and 
blend them in the ſame Field of Deſtructi- 
on ; and the ſame devouring Flames ſeize 
upon the Dwellings of the Saint, and the 
Sinner, and both of them, perhaps, ſuſtain 
equal Loſſes, and mix the common Tear o- 
ver the undiſtinguiſhing Deſolation. And 
ſuch has been the Caſe, as there is great 
Ground to think, in the late Conflagration. 
Some  Houtes, I queſtion not, that were 


marked for Deſtruction the next Morning, 


were the Evening before, perfumed with 
the Odours of Prayer, and the divine Bleſ- 
ig, Itruſt, was ſincerely deſired not only 
in the Cloſet, but in the united Worſhip of 
the Family; while other Dwellings ap- 
pointed to Ruin, it is to be feared, not only 
were'Strangers the Evening, but for many 
Years before, to the Duties of Godlineſs, 
and the Fear, and Love, and Service of 
God had never been planted, and nouriſhed 
there, though the Inhabitants, or the Gueſts, 
were often, it may be, chanting to the 
Sound of the Viol, or perhaps attentive to 


the - Won of the Drunkard at the Mid-night 
Hour ; 
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Hour ; and even the Sabbath itſelf, it may 
be, was hardly to be diſtinguiſhed in ſome 
Habitations from the Days of common 
Time, by the Diſcourſes, and Aſſemblies 
that filled and crowded them on that ſacred 
Day. But notwithſtanding, the ſame Event 
may have happened to the Saint, and Sin- 
ner, and though the ſame overpowering 
Burning, has mingled in Aſhes the Dwel- 
lings of the one and the other; yet the 
Language of the ſame Providence, 1s very 
different to the Sinner, to that which is pro- 
nounced by it to the Saint, To the Sinner, 
what was the awful Diſpenſation leſs than 
an Earneſt of that fiery Indignation that 
ſhall devour the Almighty's Adverſaries ? 
And what leſs a Ruin was it, than the 
Deſtruction of his whole Portion, and the 
angry Flames took away his Gods,. the 
Idols he placed in the Room of the true 
God, and what had he more? But the aw- 
ful Diſpenſation of Providence, carries a dif- 
ferent Report upon its Wings to the Saint. 


The Affliction is only a fatherly Chaſtiſe- 


ment, and if Time does not explain it, yet 
Eternity will comment upon it with full 


Light and Meaning, and ſhow its perfect 


Harmony with all that Love and Wiſdom, 
that our heavenly Father bears to us, and 
which were intermingled with all the Tranſ- 

actions 


( 32 ) 
actions of his Providence in theſe lower Re- 
gions, and preparatory Days for eternal Blefl- 
edneſs. The Core of Evil, I mean, the 
Prelude to infernal Miſery, is extracted from 
the Calamity by the transforming Virtues of 
that Covenant, which is ordered in all 
Things, and ſure, and the bitter Reliſhes 
that remain behind, ſhall be changed into 
real Bleſſings ; and, like Medicines, in the 


Hands of our wiſe Phyſicians renew our 


ſpiritual Health, though they may be of- 
fenſive and diſguſtful to the Palate of Senſe. 
God will make his Grace ſufficient for us, 
and perfect his Strength in our Weaknel: 
even in the midſt of fiery Trials; and what 
infinitely over-ballances all momentary 
Loſſes, and Diſtreſſes, and may comfort 
and animate the Saint, when his earthly 
Houſe is laid in Aſhes, and his earthly Sub- 
ſtance is melted down in the Flames, is, that 
the Houſe not made with Hands, and his 
ſhining Manſion, and inexhauſtible Trea- 
ſures there are ſafe, and ſtill his God lives, 
his God whoſe All- ſufficiency i is commenſu- 
rate to infinite Deſires, and whoſe Eternity 
can ſatisfy through immeaſurable Duration. 
I will conclude this Head with a Paſſage in 
the Annotations of Dr. Patrick *, the ad- 
mirable Propnety of which to my preſent 

* See that excellent Writer on Eccleſ. ix. 2. 
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Purpoſe you will immediately obſerve: 
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This Verſe plainly ſhews that the wiſe 
Man ſpeaks of ſuch Notes of God's Fa- 
vour or Hatred, as Men are very deſirous 
he would make; by putting a Difference 
between good, and bad Men in exter- 
nal Things. Which he is not pleaſed to 
do; but they are Sick, or loſe. their 
Goods, - their Children or Friends all a- 
like; which is more particularly true in 
publick Calamities, as St. Cyprian excel- 
lently diſcourſes, both in his Book to De- 
metrian, and in his Book de Mortalitate. 
In the former of which he acknowledges, 
that good and bad Men being in this 
World, as in one and the ſame Houſe; 
whatſoever befals the Houſe, muſt ne- 
eeflarily befal the Inhabitants; who can- 
not be well, when the common Air 
wherein they all breathe is infected; nor 
have a good Crop, when there wants 
Rain to make the Earth fruitful. Only 
herein, faith he to the Pagans, we are 
not alike and undiflinguiſhed from you; 
that we do not grieve as you do, in theſe 
common Calamities ; we are not ſb impati- 


< ent,” nor make fuch Out-cries and Com- 
te plaints; but a couragious and religious 


Patience quiets our Mind, and makes us 
cc thankjul to God; the Strength of Faith ts 
a EL | 


vi gorous 
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& vigorous amongſt us; nnd the firmneſs of 
& Hep and a Mind ere amidſt the Ruins 
10 of a ö World; together with an 
8 32 Virtue, a conſtant 7 Pa- 
e tience; and @ Soul always ſecure of ber 
« God. So that ſhe e may ſay hex of the Pro- 
e phet, albbough the Fig-tree ſhould not bloſ- 
6 em, neither ſhould Fruit be in the Vine, 
% &c. Net will Trejoice in the Lord, Til 
« joy in the God of my Satoation,” 


IX. And laſuy, In the Voice of God that 
has lately cried againſt our City, we are 
excited to make ſure of an Intereſt in ſpirt 
tual and eternal Bleſſings. Have we ſeen 
the moſt ſtately Houſes, and the faireſt Poſ- 
ſeſſions — 5 away in Clouds of Smoke, 
and Columns of Fire in a few Hours, what 
ſhould be the Inference but this, that as God 
has told us of an everlaſting Kingdom, per- 
manent Glories and undecaying Bleſſedneſs 
there, we ſhould henceforward not lay 1p 
for our ſelves "Trezſures on Barth, where 
Moth and Ruft corrupt, and, we may add, 
where Fires break out and conſume, but lay 

4p. for ourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where 


n Age can moulder, and where no De- 


uctions and Injuries can ever come *. 


* our. Lord's Advice be benceforward en- 


Mat. vi. 19, 20. 
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graven in deep Characters upon our Hearts; 
And ] ſay unto you, make to yaurſelves Friends 
of the Mammon of Unr: gbteouſnefs ; improve 
your golden Stores which are often abuſed 
to Purpoſes of Unrighteouſneſs in Acts of 
Aſſiſtance, and Beneficence to your Fellow- 
Creatures, and eſpecially to your Fellow- 
Saints, that ſo when ye fail, when ye take 
an everlaſting Adieu of the World, hey, your 
Gad, and his bleſſed Angels, may receive 
you inig everlaſiing Habitations *, Shall we 
after the late awful Lecture pronounced in 
flaming Fire upon the Vanity of terreſtrial 
Enjoyments, doat-upon, and -eagerly and 


ſupremely purſue worldly Good, which, 


like an uncertain Vapour, appears for a little 
Time, and then vaniſhes away? Or ſhall we 
not, be inquiſitive, and earneſt far ſamething 
ſatisfying, durable and everlaſting? 8 
not our Solicitude and Aims be hencefor: 
ward excited and directed to that exceeding 
greet and eternal Weight of Glory +, which 
God has promiſed to confer on his Saints, 
and for a Place and Portion in that Heaven 
of Heavens, whoſe immoveable Foundations 
are laid in the Faithfulneſs and Eternity of 
God, where all the Sons of God ſhall- be 
gathered round him, and dwell and triumph 
in everlaſting Felicity? And for our En- 
Luke xvi, 9. +. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
E 2 cou- 
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Eouragement in our ardent Purſuits of theſe 
Bleſſings, let me remind you that God is 
not now ſeated in awful unapproachable 
Darkneſs, nor wrapt in the Blaze of con- 
ſuming Fires, but that he fills a Throne of 
Grace, that he is the Father of Mercies, 
and the God of all Conſolations to Sinners 
through Jeſus Chriſt, the once bleeding Sa- 
crifice, but now the exalted and powerful 
Advocate at the Father's Right-hand. Let 
me 'revive- the Remembrance upon your 
Hearts, that the Invitations and Promiſes of 
the Goſpel are made to you, that God is | 
beſeeching you to be reconciled to him by his | 
Son , that ' whoſoever is athirſt may come, 
and that whoſoever will may come, and drink 

Freely of that Water that ſprings uþ into 

everlaſimng Life +, And let the refreſhing 

Conſideration live upon your Hearts, that 
as there is a High-Prieſt over the Houſe of 
God to attone and intercede, ſo there is an 
almighty: Spirit vouchſafed to aid and direct 
-our Approaches to God, and that if God re- 
quires Repentance ' towards himſelf, and 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in order 
that we may appropriate the boundleſs and 
everlaſting Bleſſings of his Covenant, he will 
fend his Spirit to implant this Repentance, 
and inſpire this Faith, and that they that 
1 2 Cor. v. 20. + Rev. xxii. 17. 
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wait upon him for theſe divine Influences 
ſhall not wait in vain, for if earthly Parents 
know how to give good Gifts unto their 
Children, how much more ſhall our heavenly 
Father give the holy Spirit to them that aſe 
him *. Let us therefore amidſt ſuch bright 
and bleſſed Hopes, turn off our Eyes and 
Hearts from -this empty deluſive Scene, and 
fix them upon the incomparable Excellency, 
and unchargeable Perpetuity of the World 
above, and be ſeriouſly, conſtantly, and ſu- 
premely concerned about a growing Meet- 
neſs for the celeſtial Inheritance. Vanity 
is written upon the falling Grandeur, and 
fading Glories of this Region of Shadows 
and Sorrow, but Subſtance and Felicity are 
inſcribed as in glorious Sun- beams upon the 
heavenly Enjoyments, Enjoyments abound- 
ing through eternal Futurity; For in 7 

Preſence, O God, is Fulneſs of Foy, and at 
thy right Hand are Pleaſures for ever more . 


The APPLICATION. 


(1). Let us acknowledge that the Voice 
of the late Judgment is divine. Let us not 
aſcribe the fiery Deſolation to a blind 
Chance, an undeſigning Jumble of unlucky 
Accidents ;-for methinks this Creed is as dero- 


Luke xi. 13. t Pf. xvi. II. 
gatory 
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gatory to the Honour of God the Preſerver, 
as the Creed of Epicurus is to the Honour 
of God the Creator, who taught that the 
World's various Form, and harmonious 
Syſtem, aroſe from the for tuitous Concourſe 
of Atoms in the boundleſs Space. Nor let 
us reſolve the ruinous Calamity to ſecond 
Cauſes only; for though theſe were the 
Means of raiſing or extending the Flames, 
yet they were all appointed, empowered, or 
permitted by God. Turn over the Records 
of Scripture, and you will find a Providence 
inſcribed either in Declaration or Fact in al- 
moſt every Page. A Sparrow. falls not to 
abe Ground without our heavenly Father +. 
I there Evil in the City, and the Lord hath 
not done it * ? We have many Inſtances of 
Gods predicting and promiſing Bleſſings, or 
Curſes, and ſo over-ruling the Events of the 
World, or the Hearts of Men, though with- 
out any Concern in their Sin, as to accompliſh 
His Predictions, and his Promiſes in their 
appointed Manner and Seaſon. So the Ship 
in which the Apoſtle Paul was wrecked, 
ſplit into Planks and Fragments to waft the 
Paſſengers ſafe to Land, to whom God had 
given Aſſurance of Deliverance 1. So God 
by bis Prophet; promiſes a Victory over the 
Moabites, and the ſmall, and as we ſhould 


+ Matt. x. 29. * Amos iii. 6. f AQuxxvit. 24. 44. 
W have 
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have thought infignificant Ciroamſtance of 
the Riſing Sun tinging the Waters with a 
fiery Red, which occaſioned their falſe Ima- 
gination that the Waters were ſtained with 
the Blood of their Enemies, was the Means of 
their utter Overthrow *. So God threatens 
to ſend the Aſſyrian Tyrant againſt his Peo- 
ple, and yet afterwards he will puniſh the 
proud Oppreſſor. God fits at the Helm of 
the World, and his Agency, Reſtraint, or 
Permiſfion are concerned about every Event, 
and Nature ifelf with all its Laws are eſta- 
bliſhed and upheld by him, and he controuls 
and governs them juſt as he pleaſes. It is 
a {ad Symptom of a deep Stupidity, or a 
perverſe Spirit, when a Judgment is diſplay'd 
againſt us, that we will not fee the Arm 
that lifts it ap; and we may expect ſtill 
freſh repeating Strokes, and ſorer Calamities, 
till we confider our Evils as the Judgments 

of God, h:s Work, and the Operation of his 
Haw +.  - . 

2. Let us earneſtly beg the Spirit of God 
to write the above- mentioned Leſſons upon 
our Hearts. We ſhall ſoon loſe the Impreſ- 
Hons and Traces of the late Judgment, like 
Letters upon Sand, or the Wound upon the 
Air by the Paſſage of an Arrow that im- 
mediately cloſes again, unleſs the Spirit of 
2 Kings iii. 22, 23, 24. + Tha. v. 12. 
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Grace and Power preſerves them upon our 
Hearts. So Pharaob, after a Volley of ten- 
fold Vengeance, - ſtill continued in his. old 
 Obduracy, and none of the divine Artillery 
of Judgments were able to penetrate and 
overcome him. Let us, therefore, pray 
over that bleſſed Promiſe ; For this is the 


Covenant that I will make with the Houſe of 


Iſrael after thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord, 
4 will put my Laws into their Mind, and 
eorzte them in their Hearts; and I will be to 
them @ God, and they ſball be to me a Peo- 
ple +. If the Spirit of God writes a Pro- 
miſe, a Precept, a Threatning, or a Doc- 
trine upon our Hearts, nothing ſhall be able 
to deface and tear out the divine Inſcrip- 
tion. 

3. And laſtly, let us bleſs God for any 
Mixtures of Mercy in the late awful Diſ- 
penſation. Our Lands, our City, have Rea- 
ſon to ſing of Mercy as well as of Judg- 
ment. If the Sword is 'bathing its ſelf in 
Blood, and in the Blood of our Armies in 
neighbouring Countries, yet, bleſſed be God, 
that it is not unſheathed in our Borders, that 
it is not making daily and hourly Conſter- 
nation and Havock amongſt our Towns and 
Cities, and that we can ſtill fit under our 
Vines, and our Fig- trees, while none ariſe 


+ Heb. viii. 10. 
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up to make us afraid. If contagious Death 
thins the Herds of the Stall, and cuts off 
the Milk from the Mouths of our Babes, 
and the Meat from our own, yet, bleſſed 
be God, that there are no ſuch mortal In- 
fections let looſe upon our ſelves, and that 
the Inhabitants of this City, as in the laſt 
Century, are. not groaning, and dying away 
under the depopulating Sweep of a Peſti- 
lence. And if God has kindled a direful 
Conflagration amongſt us, and if the con- 
ſuming Flames have made an hideous and 
waſteful Chaſm in the very Heart of our 
City, yet there is great Reaſon to praiſe 
God that when the unruly and uncontrolled 
Element threatned a much vaſter Ven- 
geance, he preſcribed ſo early and ſo ef- 
fectual a Bound to it. And it has been a 
Thought that has paſſed over my Mind 
with a peculiar Pleafure, that God did not 
ſuffer ſuch an awful Fire, with its attendant 
Circumſtances, to break out in the Pan- 
nick of the late Rebellion. Such a Com- 
bination of Woes had ſunk our Hearts 
with inconſolable Diſtreſs, and amidſt the 
univerſal Confuſion and Terror, Popiſb and 
Jacobite Incendiaries might have riſen in 
rebellious Tumult, and how direful had 
been the Iſſues, that God alone can tell who 
his mercifully prevented them. Amidſt, 
therefore ſuch Diſpenſations, Diſpenſations 
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that Have thg Rays of Mercy and the Frowns: 
of Anger inwrought, and intermingled with 
them, what is the Language of God to us, 
but that to the Jews, his favourite but pro- 
voking People, How ſhall I give thee up, 
Ephraim? How fhall I deliver thee, Iſrael? 
How ſhall I make thee as Admah? How 
ſhall I jet thee as Zeboim ? Mine Heart is 
turned within me, my eg are kind- 
led together 4. 
t Hoſ. xi. 8. 


The CHRISTIAN TRIUMPH. 


HE Fire with wild unbounded Pow” r 
May ev'ry earthly Hope conſume, 
And in a ſwift ſurprizing Hour 

Make our kind Homes a blazing Tomb, 


But ſtill my better Part defies 
The waſtefuk Ruins of the Flame, 


Enroll'd in yon eternal Skies 
In the bright Records of the Lamb. 


There ſtands a City built ſecure _ ' - 
Beyond the Rage of rolling Time, 
There runs a Stream divinely = 
With Joys immortal and ſub 


Then when the laſt tempeſtuous Fires 
Shall ſeize and melt this earthly Ball, 
I ſhall enjoy my beſt Deſires, 

My God, my 6 „0 and my All. 


1.3, 


